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The Hononblc Mct lohnson
Utah $tatc Housc of Reproscntadves
P.O. Box 560
New Hannony' Utah 84757

Dear Repre*ntative Johnson:

Your Fetruary 13, 1995 leUerregucStCd infOrmation about the environmental investigation

and propoocd cleanup activities at thc L€€ds Silver Reclflration Sitc'

The sirc was onqe an aCid hcap-leach operation which reoovered silver arrd other metals

from ore of the silver n""irrr*i"g Districr Tir" 
"once- 

over potcntial tfueats to public healrlt

and the environmEnt ftOm hazardous materials on-site was first rarscd in 1988 by area residcnts'

nearby watcr users. and the news medis- As a result of this afientioil, sevelal samples were

collected by the State and thc sita was addcd to CERCLIS, the Environmental Prorcction Agency

(EPA) dstabssc of porcntial Supcrfund sircs-

subs€que[t samples from the site show potentially toxic levels of hcavy mea]s in watcr'

scdirrrcnt, and heap leach matcrial. The water is also very bcidic, The Utah Dcparunent of

Environmenul q;iry CUOSq1 ;C rh" EPA arc conccmed about thcsc findings' espccially since

thcrc is cvidenoc the sitc is usig by rectcational vehiclcs and that contaminanB may bc lcaving

thc sire rhrough ttt "it, ;l*;a and surface watcrs' rnd migrsting to pond$ wctlands' and

water u$cd for drirr&ing, irrigadon, and stockwarcring'

It appcars surface wa$er nrnoff arrd blowing materials fr1m the heap I'each pile may be

crcating much of the p-bi;. The EPA' through its-En etg"n"y R'esp-onsc Bnnch, has ptoposcd

dewarcring the on-site ponds and capping thc hcap-teactr pad and pond sedfunent with a synttretic

liner, and soil and rock cover. titi gPA aho has proiosed thc tcmoval of polycporinared

biphcnyl (PCB)<ontaining Eansformers and flarnm"tte uro caustic mat€d8ls which are in

containers ncar the sitc. frre uDEe endorscs this approaoh. Capping.the pad will Pr-eveil th:

direct contact exposure to contaminants by thosc wtto'arc *iting over thc now exposed arca and

may confiol ttrc potontial rnigration of contamination from the hcap-leach pile'
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..ThgissucwasraiscdabouttheE'PAinvolvementatthissirc.wit}raspcfialcorrcerrrabout
dre involve'Ent of rhc Starc Emcrgcncy il;;;tiorr' After fudtiel samples werc evalubtEd

in lggl, rhe LIDEQ requested ''$ispflcc 
fr#HA;i.€rgcncy Response Branch (ERB)' ER3

is able to addrcss sinratione which prese'rt * ucot" titt-o cither pubhc- ttol1t-g'S"

envtonn*nL ft nas funding and cnforc€rnenitnoft*it*t which a* not att"ilablc ro thE UDEQ'

This propoccd ,"t"" ":vTi""EFA;t 
.u""i"* 6ng-* Remedial Action corccms ad n'wc$t

scoring undcr trc Supcrfund Program'

Rcccntly, the uDEQ hss initiatcd a Plogl"m wherE owncrs, opcrf,tots or other responsible

parties may cnlcr into vituntary ,+g".tn"rle ; actornprisrt sirc clcurup with the UDEQ

oversighr This option has not yet becn ""J;;,*d 
or rr4.,"it a for sites in rhe midst of ur ERI

Renrorral Ac6on, and it is not known to* Oi-F.lwoia *tpona 
'o 

such ar€qucsL Howger'

dre UDEe i, *iti;;-;;';; ;,h Sr'r, Lil" extsil Practi€a'blc' ro pursuE a Voluntarv

Agreemenr Clcanup option (5M operated'ttto t"clamutioo iaciliry and still owns a significant

portionofthcsirc.)Weilealsowillingt-osrtr,eepAtodelayisproposcdRemovalAction
if 5M demonstrates a willingnc** ,o ,"rror" ;;-tfu to conditions which are pmrecdvc of human

heahh and thc environnrcng

Pleascdonoth€sitatctocallmeifwecanbeoffunhergssistancc.Forquesuons
spccific to u,s rr"os si;,-t;r may also .o*,Iason Knowlton at (801) 5364100'

Bcst rcgards,

DE8/DERR

Dianne R. Niclson' Ph-D.

Execunve Director

cc: Senator Orrin Hatch

RcPrescntative JarrEs Hmson
Pctcstwsnso"'uli.ii'it"nmentalPttgL"-11c-ti?:*t.';u"T*
William Yellowtail, U'S' Environmental Protecnon Agency' rttBl

wayne Thomas, frfi'',fn.;;rot gn"i-n"teitur qi.ri v, soothoest Disuict Engineer

Gary L. Ed*ilds';ircctit, Sogrt*11Utah Public Hcalrh Deparmtent

C"rit"'fcg*Angct'springs'yttater Disrict t'r


